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OAL Issues Statement on Namibia Day 26 Aug 
£.A270941 Dakar PANA in French 1815 GMT 26 Aug 87 


[Text] Addis Ababa, 26 Aug (PANA) — Today the OAU reaf- 
firmed its commitment to the legitimate struggle being waged by 
SWAPO for the total independence of Namibia.In a statement 
issued in Addis Ababa, and received by the PANA office there, 
the pan-African organisation recalled the determination of Afri- 
can heads of state to counter attempts “to perpetuate the illegal! 
South African rule in Namibia’’. In their declaration on Nami- 
bia, adopted at the last OAU summit, African leaders indicated 
that UN Security Council Resolution No. 435 remained “the sole 
acceptable basis” for a peaceful settlement of the Namibian 
problem. In view of the pretexts resorted to by South Africa and 
its allies in order to delay Namibian independence, the African 
heads of state decided to intensify diplomatic efforts to break the 
deadlock arising from the “linkage” which vonnects Namibian 
independence with the withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola, 
the statement stressed. 


The leaders also promised to continue providing assistance to 
SWAPO, the sole representative of the Namibian people. Nami- 
bia Day, the statement said, is another opportunity to express 
solidarity with the Namibian people and to insist on the urgent 
need to intensify political, diplomatic, military and material 
support to the Namibian people and its liberation movement, 
SWAPO, in order to speed up the [words indistinct] indepen- 
dence”. Africa, the statement continues, believes that the 1980 
Arusha plan of action for Namibia and the 1985 Accra program 
of action in Namibia must be implemented by granting SWAPO 
ways and means of reinforcing its armed struggle. 


The OAL believes that the only language understood by the 
supporters of apartheid is “armed struggle’ because they have 
chosen to remain deaf to all rational and peaceful ways of 
resolving the Namibian problem. The OAU statement recalls the 
raids carried out by Pretoria's rabble army inside Namibia. The 
attacks were meant to coincide with the arriva! in Namibia of the 
UN special representative and to tarnish the commemoration of 
the 2lst anniversary of SWAPO's struggle against the South 
African occupation forces. By this action, the note says, the 
apartheid regime gives new proof of its defiance of UN and OAU 
resolutions on the immediate independence of Namibia. 


KNA: OAU Economic Summit Reportedly Postponed 
EA290943 Nairobi KNA in English 1620 GMT 28 Aug 87 


[Excerpt] Nairobi, 28 Aug — The minister for foreign affairs, Dr 
Zachary Onyonka, said today that the economic summit 
scheduled by the heads of state and government during their last 
OAU summit in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, will not take place on 
the sates originally planned. Dr Onyonka said this at a press 
conference held at the Jomo Kenyatta Internationa! Airport on 
arrival from Addis Ababa, where he held informal consultations 
with officials of Africa's donor countries and senior technical 
staff of the East and Central Africa, ECA. The minister said the 
debt problem featured prominantly during the last OAU summit 
and an economic summit was planned for the first week of 
September. Dr Onyonka said that the economic summit was 
likely to take place toward the end of the year. [passage omitted] 
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CEEAC Summit Ends; Bongo Elected New Chairman 
AB291014 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1830 GMT 28 Aug 87 


[Text] Omar Bongo has succeeded his Came: sonian counterpart, 
Pau! Biya, as chairman of the Economic Community of Central 
African States (CEEAC}] The election of the Gabonese head of 
state took place late this morning in Libreville at the third 
ordinary session of the CEEAC. The end of the conference was 
also marked by the adoption of the 1987 budget of more than 730 
million CFA francs, the adoption of a certain number of eco- 
nomic decisions aimed at reviving the CEEAC’s financial! sit- 
uation, and a number of administrative decisions that we will 
refer to later. Meanwhile, let us listen as the new CEEAC 
chairman. the Gabonese head of state, Omar Bongo, calling at 
the end of the organization's summit for the solidarity of member 
States in strengthening their cooperation: 


[Begin recording] It is now time for us, more than in the past, to 
make the cooperation between ourcountries more active and to 
strive for economic unity in our subregion, this being the major 
condition for our continent's unity. It is cooperation that led us 
to establish our community, which must henceforth become the 
best framework for strengtheningthis cooperation. In view of the 
current crisis, the end of which is presently unpredictable, we 
absolutely must review our activities. We must realize that the 
difficulties facing some of our institutions today are not tem- 
porary ones. They are likely to remain as long as the nations of 
our continent in general, and those of our subregion !n particular, 
do not agree on the need to adapt the structures and objectives 
of our cooperation to the actual means of our member states. | 
think, sincerely,that our discussions and decisions have enabled 
us to make progress in that direction. [end recording] 


The CEEAC summit made a number of administrative and 
economic decisions. The latter are aimed at reviving the commu- 
nity's financial situation and at managing the crisis that has hit 
it due to the poor world economic situation and the debt burden. 
These measures are aimed at the following: _ First, counting on 
one’s own resources before appealing to the world community for 
financial! and technica! aid; Second, regular payment of dues to 
the CEEAC; Third, developing the road and air transport net- 
work and trade liberalization; Fourth, preventing new tariff 
barriers; and finally, pursuing the activities planned in 1986 to 
promote the industria! and agricultural sectors. 


In the sphere of administration, the CEEAC signed the conven- 
tion on diplomatic privileges and immunity of the community and 
charged a Gabonese, Equatorial Guinean, and Chadian working 
committee with examining the sections of the organization's 
constitution on salary scales and various allowances. Finally, an 
ad hoc committee charged with examining the budgetary alloca- 
tions and revising the financial rules of the CEEAC was set up. 


In addition, there were political issues. The CEEAC reasserted 
its support for Chad, at war with Libya, and its adherence to the 
OAU principles on the inviolability of borders and the peaceful 
settlement of conflicts. It also condemned apartheid and the 
RSA's attacks on neighboring countries. Finally, the heads of 
state reasserted their determination to strive for the indepen- 
dence of Namibia, which is occupied by the RSA. 
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ANGOLA 


Offensive Scaled Back After USSR ‘Double-Take’ 
MB300746 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 
30 Aug 87 p 2 


[By Ken Pottinger] 


[Text] Lisbon — Conflicting reports have been received about a 
much-heralded MPLA offensive against UNITA’s Jamba base 
and other strongholds in southern Angola. 


Western diplomatic sources in the Portuguese capital said they 
were not certain whether the Luanda government forces had 
indeed begun an advance against Jamba. 


A UNITA spokesman, however, said the rebels were underattack 
by Cuban-backed government forces aided by Soviet advisers, 
and that Jamba was the likely target of the offensive. 


Exactly a month ago, intelligence sources in Paris indicated 
Cuban and Soviet-backed government forces had launched a 
long-expected attack on Jamba, a target they failed to reach in 
a similar offensive in 1985. 


But Portuguese sources discounted the report at the time. 


On July 21, UNITA chief of staff general Demostenes Amos 
Chilingutila said the government's anti-guerrilla offensive had 
got under way |! days before. 


Diplomatic and intelligence reports now reaching Lisbon are 
contradictory, but what is not disputed is that Luanda has spent 
months building up troop strengths and supplies in the area. 


Analysts also agree that until two months ago there was no doub' 
the Angolan General Staff intended to press ahead and hit 
UNITA forcss hard, to the extent of attacking their stronghold 
at Jamba, deep in south-eastern Angola. 


Major reinforcements of men and material to military positions 
at Menongue and Cuito-Cuanavale — south-east of the Ben- 
guela railway, and staging posts for an attack on Jamba — 
backed up this conclusion. 


But now reports suggest government forces have been instructed 
to scale down operations and instead target UNITA positions 
north of the Cuando River. 


The change in strategy apparently results from a Soviet double- 
take. Moscow is believed to be cautiously re-assessing its huge 
investment of military hardware and men in Angola. 


Western intelligence reports say the Soviets seriously doubt 
whether Luanda'’s forces, hamstrung by war-weariness, 
demoralisation, poor training and deficieni logistics, have the 
capacity or will to continue fighting Jonas Savimbi's guerrillas. 


Xavier Figuereido, an Africa expert says the Kremlin's senior 
Angola-watcher Anatoliy Adamishin, admitted as much during 
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a July 4 meeting in London with Chester Crocker, assistant u.s. 
secretary of state for african affairs. 


Adamiushin reportedly agreed that the Angolan conflict has no 
military solution, but wavered over a call to press the MPLA 
government into negotiations with UNITA. 


Meanwhile, accounts suggest that Moscow's ambivalance 
towards the war is having repercussions on the war front. 


Of the more than 10 Angolan brigades stationed on the 
Menongue-Cuito-Cuanavale axis, only two, the 16th and 59th, 
are said to be battle-ready. 


Morale elsewhere is pitiful. Logistica! supilies to fighting forces 
are irregular and there are reports ofserious clashes between 
Cuban and Angolan field commanders. 


In contrast, UNITA’s military units — and especially those 
defending Jamba — are highly operational and well-disciplined. 


Military sources say the rebels are now better armed and their 
confidence has been boosted by the success of their U.S. supplied 
stinger anti-aircraft missiles. 


Further, the Soviets fear that should the government show signs 
of advancing on Jamba, Washington would increase military 
supplies and Pretoria would intervene, as it did in 1985. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


NUM, Chamber Reach Accord; Strike Ends in 3d Week 
MB301 312 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1311 GMT 30 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 30, SAPA — South Africa's gold and 
coal miners strike — which started on the evening of August 9 
— ended today. 


A spokesman for the Chamber of Mines said settlement came 
after talks today with the National Union of Mineworkers. 


It was not immediately known when strikers would be returning 
to work. 


Millions of rands were lost in earnings and wages during the legal 
work stoppage 


Higher Wages Not Included 
MB301334 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1333 GMT 30 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 30, SAPA — The almost three week- 
long miners strike has reached an end, the National Union of 
Mineworkers and the Chamber of Mines said today. 


A settlement was reached between parties after a second round 
of talks between the union and the chamber today, which lasted 
almost four hours, a spokesman for the chamber told SAPA. 
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He said agreement was reached over a package which included 
improved death benefits and holiday allowances. 


Wages, one of the main issues in the stoppage by up to 350,000 
gold and coal miners, were not discussed. 


The union said it would hold a press conference later today to 
explain the terms of the settlement. 


According to the chamber spokesman, the miners would start 
returning to the strike affected mines in time for tonight's shift 
— exactly three weeks since the start of the strike 


The president of the Chamber of Mines, Mr Naas Steenkamp, 
said in a statement following the settlement this afternoon said 
the acceptance by the NUM of the benefits and the end to the 
strike would “be welcomed by everyone. 


“The workers on the mine. and their families, the mine 
shareholders and the country as a whole.” 


MrSteenkampsaid: “The cost of the strike has been high. Most 
tragically, there has been loss of life and we share in the sorrow 
of the bereaved families. Others have been injured and wounded 
and we extend our sympathy to them and their families.” 


Chamber Issves Statement 
MB301408 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1403 GMT 30 Aug 87 


[Text! Johannesburg, Aug 30, SAPA — The full text by the 
Chamber of Mines on the end of the three-week miners strike: 


The Nationa! Union of Mineworkers (NUM) decision to end the 
strike would be welcomed by the country as a whole, says the 
president of the Chamber of Mines, Mr Naas Steenkamp. 


“The accepiance of the chamber's improved fringe benefit offers 
and the end to the strike will be welcomed by everyone — the 
workers on the mines and their families, the mines shareholders, 
and the country as a whole. 


“The cost of the strike has been high. Most tragically, there has 
been loss of life, and we share in the sorrow of the bereaved 
families. Others have been injured and wounded, and we extend 
our sympaihy to them. 


“The cost must of course also be measured in terms of the strains 
imposed on the management-worker relationship, the strife and 
tension between strikers and non-strikers, the disturbing inci- 
dence of violence, intimidation and murder, the loss of jobs, and 
the wages sacrificed. 


“Perhaps there is a positive side to this episode. First and 
foremost there was the majority of workers who wanted no part 
of the strike. On several mines everyone pitched in and sometimes 
moved mountains to keep production going. We salute them 


“Maybe there is now also greater realism on both sides. The 
employer has learnt that the union has muscle, organisational 
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capacity, determination and skill, the union has learnt that the 
employer can be flexible but can also set the limits and stick to 
them. 


“| think we now understand one another better and that we can 
now work together again constructively in our common interest. 
The ingredients are there. In the past few years more than three 
thousand tack fellow-workers have moved into skilled jobs. Only 
this month the last legislated barrier to employment on merit 
rather than race was scrapped. 


“There is every cause for the union and its members to be positive 
about the future. We are working on transforming the migrant 
labour system into a system of stable, career-directed employ- 
ment. There are new thrusts in the field of safety. There are 
technological developments which could improve productivity 
and therefore also earnings. 


“In all these the NUM and its members have an important part 
to play: to contribute to the creation of wealth from which all 
our people will benefit. 


“We must now work hard and constructively, together, for a 
conciliation and for a return to normality.” 


AAC Spokesman on Settlement 
MB301522 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1515 GMT 30 Aug 87 


[Excerpts] Johannesburg, Aug 30, SAPA — The three week-long 
gold and coal miners strike is over and workers are expected to 
be back at work on affected mines by tomorrow night, Chamber 
of Mines and Anglo American Corporation spokesmen said in 
Johannesburg today. 


After almost four hours of talks with the chamber today, and a 
mammoth seven-hour session with Anglo on Friday, National 
Union of Mineworkers officials said they would get their mem- 
bers back at work tomorrow. 


Anglo’s head of industria! relations, Mr Bobby Godsell, at a press 
conference this afternoon. said although the strike was over it 
represented no victory for anyone at a cost that was high to both 
sides. “The costs of the conflict have been high — nine people 
have died, tens of thousands of people have lost their jobs ... many 
millions of rand have been lost in wages and revenue. Both the 
union and the employers have their ability to administer and 
withstand pain,” Mr Godsell said. [passage omitted] 


Anglo said it was now “committed to” working with its employ- 
ees to “restore the mines to production.” 


The company said it would “wherever possible” re-employ dis- 
missed workers and rebuild relations between management and 
workers. An unspecified number of people have been employed 
to fill the vacancies on various mines brought about by the strike. 
[passage omitted] 


Today's settlement was similar to the proposals made on Tuesday 
except the miners would not have to contribute for increased 
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death benefits, but members of the chamber would increase their 
contributions to the fund. Mr H. van der Korff, of Anglo’s 
industrial relations team, said the extent of the death benefits 
would not be the four years asked for by the union, but would be 
closer to 36 months salary instead of the present 24 months. 


Mr Godsell said . either he nor his colleagues were celebrating 
— but they are a! happy that the strike is over. 


Anglo, South Africa's single [as received] gold producer and 
hardest hit by the strike, first started dismissing workers last 
week after the date for the closure of unproductive shafts was 
brought forward by the stoppage. The company then set dead- 
lines for dismissals at various other shafts and began dismissal 
procedures when these deadlines were not met. 


Although the legality of the dismissals was not discussed at 
Friday's meeting, Mr Godsell said the NUM did have recourse 
to industrial court action over them. Mr Godsell said the dis- 
missals were part of the company's “steps to protect the long- 
term future of the industry.” 


He said “the impact of the economic realities had brought an end 
to the strike.” 


Mr Godsell added that Anglo had frozen further dismissals and 
would take steps to eliminate dismissing any more people. He said 
the company would “attempt to unravel” the dismissal process 
affecting many thousands of miners. Anglo would not reopen two 
of the uneconomic mines closed last week. 


NUM: Settlement ‘Tactical’ Move 
MB301818 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1811 GMT 30 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 30, SAPA — The Nationa! Union of 
Mineworkers tonight welcomed the end of the three-week-old 
gold and coal miners strike saying it did not see the acceptance 
of the settlement as either a victory or a defeat. 


The NUM general secretary, Mr Cyril Ramaphosa, told a news 
conference at a Johannesburg hotel tonight that although the 
union did not gain its main demand of a 27 per cent wage increase 
the improvements in death benefits and holiday allowances were 
“sufficient” and the NUM showed the Chamber of Mines that 
it was dealing with a “strong, powerful and determined group of 


people.” 


The acceptance of the chamber's offer was not a defeat but 
“rather a tactical move to the s*de,”” Mr Ramaphosa said, adding 
that what both sides had learned during the strike by about 
340,000 miners would prepare the union for future negotiations. 


He said that some miners would return underground tonight and 
those who had gone home or were working on mines that had 
given “problems” would go back to work tomorrow night. 


According to the Chamber of Mines, nine people died in strike- 
related violence, whereas tonight Mr Ramaphosa said eight 
people had died including two at GENCOR's [General Mining 
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Union Corporation] Kinross Gold Mine last night. He estimated 
that more than 500 miners were injured and about 400 detained 
during the three weeks the stoppage lasted. 


When the chamber’s proposals were put to the miners late last 
week Mr Ramaphosa said the union members “looked at the 
balance of forces at play and to keep the union united and to go 
on in the future it was decided to end the strike.” He added: “At 
not a single mine was there opposition, resentment or dissent” 
about accepting the proposals and deciding to go back to work. 


People in the independent states homelands who had gone home 
either through violence on the mines or due to dismissal would 
be told to return as soon as possible. Mr Ramaphosa said a “large 
network” was operating in those areas to inform the people there 
of the settlement. 


He said that in terms of the settlement all miners dismissed would 
be taken back under their old conditions of employment at the 
rate they were on after the chamber’s latest wage increases of 
between 17 and 23 per cent which came into effect on July |. 


According to the head of industrial relations for the Anglo 
American Corporation, Mr Bobby Godsell, those miners dis- 
missed who had not been replaced would be rehired if their jobs 
were still available. The union was still awaiting clarity from 
Anglo on this. 


He said the decision by Anglo to close two marginally profitable 
shafts — Vaal Reefs Number 6 and Western Holdings Number 
| — had been made into a separate issue, and talks about the 
possibility of keeping them open would begin soon. 


If all the workers dismissed were rehired the legality of the 
dismissals would not be questioned, but if the terms are not met 
properly ‘we will take legal advice about the dismissals and 
possible legal action,” Mr Ramaphosa said. 


The closing date of three Anglo shafts had been brought forward 
because of the strike and miners working at them were given 
ultimatums to return to work or the mioes would be closed. 
Workers at Anglo’s Landau colliery decided to return to work 
before the expiry of the ultimatum. But workers at Vaal Reefs 
and Western Holdings stayed out, and their dismissals were 
processed last week. Miners at other mines were later given 
ultimatums. Most refused to return to work and were subject to 
dismissal. 


According to Mr Ramaphosa, Anglo had told the union that 
about 16,000 miners had been dismissed. The company in 
statements said it had started dismissal procedures for about 
36,000. The union estimated that about 30,000 had been dis- 
missed. 


Mr Ramaphosa estimated the 21-day strike to have cost R250 
million in lost wages and production. Although today’s settle- 
ment cannot be seen as a victory or a loss to the NUM, “the 
workers see it as part and parcel of a struggle that the union 
intends to win,” Mr Ramaphosa said. 
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Chamber Officials Discuss Strike 
MB301918 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1830 GMT 30 Aug 87 


[Interview with Naas Steenkamp, president of the Chamber of 
Mines; and Johan Liebenberg, industrial relations advisor to the 
Chamber of Mines; by Jerry Schuitema on the “Network” 
program — live] 


[Text] [Schuitema] Mr Steenkamp, it’s been a long, hard battle. 
Who is the victor? 


[Steenkamp] Well, looking at Johan Liebenberg, certainly not 
him. He looks rather battered and beaten after a very tough 
period of time. Jerry, no victors. I don’t think ... [changes thought] 
its a truism, virtually, that there aren't victors in a confrontation 
like this. The cost has been enormously high. We, in fact, even 
have to calculate the cost in terms of lives lost. There have been 
people hurt, and | must take this opportunity of immediately 
commisserating with all those who have lost lives, bereaved 
families, and so forth. There has been enormous cost, also, in 
wages lost, jobs lost. Jn terms of relationships, | think there has 
been far too much of a confrontational atmosphere. So there are 
no winners in this at all. 


[Schuitema] Johan, have we learned anything out of this do you 
think? 


[Liebenberg] Yes, | think the union has learned that if the 
employer says no, it can't go further, that it can actually mean 
no, it won't go further. I think we've also learned that the union 
has muscle and its prepared to use that muscle to make its point. 


[Schuitema] So it was actually a power play? Wasn't it an 
expensive, very expensive, and perhaps not all that much of a 
necessary, sort of arm wrestling? 


[Liebenberg] | don't see it as a power play at all. This was a 
straightforward industrial dispute in which the union was making 
demands; the employer said this is as far as we can go; and it took 
the course of an ordinary industrial dispute. Not a power play at 
all. 


{Schuitema] Although, to go back to the original issues — and 
one doesn't want to bring up the industrial relations dispute now 
any more — it did seem, at two points at least, and probably even 
initially, that one could have bridged that gap. 


[Steenkamp] | think with all negotiations you go through a 
proce: of sounding out the opponent, of using whatever muscle 
you've got, and see whether you're going to give. It's a learning 
process which develops up to a culminating point, where maybe 
you're prepared <o settle for something that earlier sounded too 
expensive or too cheap. 


[Schuitema] If one looks at, again — and 1 don’t want to go into 
the industrial relations dispute — but the claim was made that 
you are stiil dealing with the hardest working group of people, 
possibly, in the country, and in kilojoules measured, probably the 
most expensive. Was the demand, right from the beginning, all 
that unfair and possibly not valid, in fact? 
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[Liebenberg}] Over the last 10 years, we've actualiy increased 
wages in real terms for employees in job category one to eight by 
32 percent. In the same period, shareholder dividends in real 
terms increased by 21.6 percent. The question can really be 
asked, whether we should have gone further, and whether we are 
simply using demand and supply to determine the pay rates. 
That's not so. At present rates, we could recruit more employees. 
The supply is there. We're paying well in excess of what demand 
and supply dictates. 


[Schuitema] We've seen the chamber actually break down more 
from the initial one-body sort of approach to individual-mining- 
house approach What about the aspect of affordability, though? 
Isn't this something that has to be learned out of this lesson, that 
one looks at negotiating of a different level? At different wages, 
with people on different mines? 


[Steenkamp] We've actually had a mutual acknowledgement in 
our dealings with the union that there are variations in the 
situation on different mines. The package that we concluded with 
the National Union of Mineworkers last year, and also this year 
in fact, contains a degree of variation from mine to mine. 


[Schuitema] Johan, if you look at the monster that has been 
created, in the sense of centralized bargaining, you've got an 
enormous conflict when you've got a conflict. Wouldn't it be 
better to have a lot of little dogfights along the linc? 


[Liebenberg}] No, the employers in the industry have chosen to 
bargain on a centralized basis. All the unions that we deal with 
have chosen to bargain centrally. And it is possibly better to have 
one silly season than a series of dogfights that go on right through 
the year. 


{Schuitema] I think the average South African is enormously 
concerned about the very high profile and the enormity of this 
particular strike 


[Liebenberg] I think we can accept that. We would prefer not to 
have a high profile. We prefer to negotiate quietly, reach our 
deals quietly, and very often we do. You must remember that it's 
only the disputes, the strikes, that get the news, not the many, 
many agreements that we actually conclude. 


[Schuitema] Weise you not afraid, Naas, especially from a cham- 
ber point of view, at one stage, that you were actually looking at 
possibly government interference, or... 


[Steenkamp, interrupting] No, no, we had — way back to the 
days of the Wiehahn Commission producing its first report and 
setting the norm that the private sector parties had to sort out 
their own problems — we've had repeated assurances from 
government that they do not want to intervene. In this particular 
dispute and strike the minister of manpower, Pietie du Plessis, 
went on record a number of times saying: You sort out your 
problems yourselves; I'm not going to mix in. We actually have 
been able to resolve this without interference. 


[Schuitema] What is the position now? How do you soothe 
bruised egos and some of the enormous amount of damage that 
must have been caused in your relationship with the union? 


Vill. 31 Aug 87 


([Steenkamp] I think you must first of all look at commonality; 
you must look at where our interests coincide. There are an 
enormous number of instances where, in fact, we could now 
positively start looking; for example, at converting the migrant 
labor system into a system that affords greater stability and 
career-mindedness to people. We can look at the accession of 
black workers into skilled jobs. You know, only this past month 
we've had the government scrapping the scheduled persons provi- 
sions from mining legislation, which removed the last, | would 
say, artificial barrier to appointment on merit instead of on race. 
We have, in fact, quietly had enormous progress over the last few 
years. We've had, | think, something like 3,000 people moving 
into skilled jobs. There is an enormous potential area of con- 
structive exploration. | think, as the notion starts growing, that 
there's a role for the union and for the members to participate in 
creating wealth. Also, given the degree of having tested one 
another, the mutual understanding, the mutual appreciation, 
that's developed, I think we're moving into a more positive phase 


[Schuitema] Johan, would you agree, {rom a purely bargaining 
position, or bargaining point of view? 


|Liebenberg] Oh, yes, without a doubt. 


[Schuitema] Do you feel relationships haven't been all that 
soured, then? 


|Liebenberg] They've been badly hurt. You know, it took us § 
years to build up the relationship that we had on 30 June, and in 
a short 3 weeks the relationship has been hurt badly. Now, on 
both sides we are simply going to have to work very hard at 
reestablishing the relationships that existed. 


|{Schuitema] Naas, perhaps a final question to you. Also, you were 
a member of the Wiehahn Commission. Is it not so, though, that 
we have allowed unions to grow in a Third World environment, 
where particularly an adversarial system has developed? Also 
other issues are becoming part of the industrial relations se, 
whether or not management can do anything about it. How do 
you see the future? Can one get rid of those issues, and do you 
think that you could eventually work towards a partnership with 
unions? 


[Steenkamp] You know, we tend to speak sometimes in models. 
We talk about adversarial relationships, and people will say that 
is the heritage of the British sort of class distinction thing that 
we have. There are people who say: Try the Japanese model. 
There are people like you who have just said maybe the Third 
World component is the exacertabing factor Every negotiating 
situation is a situation of its own, and we will need to have skilled 
people of good will who go in and try to make it work and give it 
a sort of local content. Johannes has said — and | agree entirely 
— that we have over these 5 years developed a fair body of mutual 
understanding with the union. As long as we have people wit) the 
emergent skills that we are finding with the Liebenbergs and the 
Ramaphosas | think we are into a far more professional situation 
that will become a South African type of negotiating relation- 
ship. 
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Chamber Denies Agreeing To Rehire 
MB310738 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0734 GMT 31 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg August 31 SAPA —- A spokesman for the 
Chamber of Mines said today it had been brought to the cham- 
ber’s attention that Mr Cyril Ramaphosa, genera! secretary of 
the NUM, had been reported in the media as saying part of the 
agreement with the chamber to end the miners strike was that 
about 30000 dismissed workers would be re-employed. 


“Our agreement is that they will all be re-employed with full 
benefits’ Mr Ramaphosa is quoted as saying. 


"This is simply not true,” the chamber spokesman said. 


"The only things we agreed to were an increase in the holiday 
lec ce allowance and an improvement to the death benefits 
scheme.” 


NUM Cites Accord on Rehiring 
MB310854 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0852 GMT 31 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg August 31 SAPA — Agreement had been 
reached with some affiliates of the Chamber of Mines and 
negotiations with others were still continuing on the question of 
re-employing workers on the terms and conditions which existed 
before the workers left, a NUM spokesman said today. 


He was responding to a statement released earlier today by the 
Chamber that Mr Cyril Ramaphosa, general secretary of the 
NUM, was incorrect in saying that about 30,000 dismissed 
workers would be re-employed with full benefits. 


“In the case of Anglo, agreement has been reached on re- 
employment with the ierms and conditions which existed before 
the workers left and our miners will be returning to work,” Mr 
Marcel Golding, NU M's assistant general secretary, told SAPA. 


The chamber spokesman had said in the statement that the only 
issues the chamber agreed to were an increase in the holiday leave 
allowance and an improvement in the death benefits scheme. 


‘Massive’ Blast Damages Offices of COSATU, Unions 
MB290438 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
434 GMT 29 Aug 87 


[By Francois Krige] 


[Text] Cape Town Aug 29 SAPA — Severe structural damage, 
estimated at thousands of rand, was caused ina “high explosives” 
blast at Community House in Salt River Road, Salt River, about 
10 km from Cape Town early ioday, the police have confirmed. 


There were no casualties, but a few residents in the area suffered 
minor cuts from broken windows. 
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Community House, a multi-million three storey bu:!ding which 
was officially opened by Dr Alan Boesak on Sunday, houses the 
off'ces of a number of trade unions or “progress ve" organ- 
isations, as it was described by « worker of the “Woodstock 
Advice Office” who stays near the suilding and was on the scene 
soon after the blast which occurre« at 3 am. 


Police at the scene said their initial investigations showed that 
the blast was caused by high explosives. Most residents de<- rived 
the blast as “massive.” 


The explosives were plrced in a courtyard next to the main hall 
of the building 


At the entrance the signboard, which showed that COSATU 
(Western Cape), the Chemical Workers Industrial Union, the 
Community Arts Project, the SA Domestic Workers Union 
ISADWL)} the Paper, Wood, and Allied Workers Union, the 
SAR and H [South African Aailways and Harbor] Workers 
Union and the Technical Assistance Project, had offices in the 
building, was severely damaged. 


Numerous windows were smashed, doors were blasted from their 
hinges, the ceiling was extensively damaged, water pipes were 
broken and severe structural damage was cv used to the building 
with massive cracks in the walls 


A hole, about one square meter in size, was ripped out of a wall, 
possibly where the explosives were placed. 


A number of placards lay strewn on the floor among them 
“SADWL is here to stay” and “We demand a pension.” 


The security guard at the building, Mr Headmes Mnonose, said 
he noticed two cars, a light blue car and a red cer, drive slowly 
past the building minutes before the blast occurred. 


Workers are obviously still busy erecting a security fence around 
the building, but a number of gaps could be seer., which would 
have provided easy access to the building. 


It is possible that access to the building was gaine! from the back 
and police are investigating the possibility that the barbed wire 
at the back of the building had been tampered w: h. 


COSATU Not Intimidated by Attacks 
MB30'027 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1023 GMT 30 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 30 SAP A — The “immediate” arrival 
of police at the scene of the explosion yesterday at COSATU's 
Western Cape regional offices in Cape Town was “strange”, the 
Congress of South African Trade Unions said today. 


There had also been “no progress” in police investigations into 
other blasts aimed at COSATU targets, the trade union feder- 
ation added 


In a statement released in Johannesburg, COSATU quoted its 
reg.onal secretary, Nick Henwood, as saying yesterday morning 
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that the bomb had caused anger among workers. 


“The building had just started to become a real centre, and other 
unions such as Chemical Workers Industria! Union and Paper, 
W 00d, and Allied Workers Union were duc to move in next 
week,” he was quoted as saying. 


Henwood said u. ganisations concerned were on the scene yester- 
day and “what they found strange was the immediate arrival on 
the scene of the blast of a contingent of security police”. 


The statement added: “this is about the fourth bomb attack on 
various COSATU buildings this year, including the massive 
bomb which wrecked COSATU House in May this year. 


“Others have taken place in Kimberly, East London and Nels- 
pruit. In all these cases there has apparently been no progress in 
police investigations whatsoever.” 


The blast was heard 10km away and “caused extensive damage, 
especially to the back and staircase of the building where huge 
cracks pointed to severe structural damage. 


“The security police were on the scene almost immediately and 
remained at the offices until 5.30 pm. The caretaker, who nar- 
rowly escaped injury, said he emerged from the buiiding and 
immediately was met by a full team of security police who were 
crossing the street to investigate,” the statement said. 


The community centre building was opened last week. 


The statement added, “this is about the fourth bomb attack on 
various COSATU buildings this year, includiag the massive 
bomb which wrecked COSATL House (in Johannesburg) in May 
this year... 


“COSATU has warned in the past that the vicious state propa- 
ganda aimed at criminalising COSATU was an invitation to 
right wing elements to continue with the campaign of violent 
aliacks. But the state and employers continue to hide their 
willingness to meet the legitimate demands of our members by 
whipping up irrational antagonism against COSATU. 


“The lack of progress in police investigations is a matter of grave 
concern to us because such attacks increase the levels of tension 
and conflict. 


“It seems that democratic trade unions, working within the 
bounds of peaceful legal struggle, can expect no protection from 
the authorities. This makes nonsense of the government claim 
that it is in principle opposed to violent solutions to South Africa's 
conflict. 


“COSATU will not be intimidated by thee cowardly attacks. 
We will continue to use our dems<ratic orgai... tions to push the 
interests of our members, both on the factory floor and wider 
political issues. 


“The continued attacks will no doubt encourage further debate 
within our ranks on the need of self-defence to protect our 
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leadership and property from violent attacks,” the statement 
said. 


‘Left,’ ‘Far Right’ Papers Banned Under New Curbs 
MB290417 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2259 GMT 28 Aug 87 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 28 SAPA — Two newspapers, one left and 
one far right, have been declared undesirable by the Directorate 
of Publications in today's Government Gazette under new media 
regulations. 


Two editions — July 30 and August 16 — of the leftist Western 
Cape weekly community newspaper, South, and the August 
edition of far-right publication, Die Stem, were declared undesir- 
able 


Mr Robert van Tonder, an Afrikaner Weerstandbeweging 
(A WB) editor involved in the publication of Die Stem, which is 
printed and distributed by Boerestaat Uitgewers, warned minis- 
ter of Home Affairs Mr Stoffel Botha that the publication might 
“go underground”. He added that any ban on Die Stem of 
August had came too late. “The entire edition has already been 
distributed,” he said. 


The new government regulations, promulgated today, empower 
Mr Botha to make subjective decisions on whether to restrict or 
censor publications of newspapers and rmagazines retrospective 
to June || this year 


Mr Betha said the new regulations, which provoked widespread 
criichm, were to curb publications which are guilty cf the 
systematic or repeated publishing of material which among other 
things promoted: 


— Revolution or uprising in South Africa; 
— Breaking down of public order; 


— Striking up of feelings of hatred or hostility towards a local 
authority or security force; 


— The public image of unlawful organizations; 
— The activities of unlawful structures; and 


— Boycott actions and civil d:sobedience. 


SOUTH To Challenge Ban in Court 
MB300525 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0500 GMT 30 Aug 87 


[Text] The government's latest press curbs could soon face a 
cha'lenge in the supreme court. The management of the Cape- 
based paper South has confirmed it will put the measures to a 
legal test. The appeal will be part of an urgent interdict the paper 
is seeking against the government for the banning of two editions 
of South announced on Friday. They were banned b.’ the Publi- 
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cations Control Board and not in terms of the latest emergency 
powers. 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB290916 [Editoria! Report] 


STAR on ‘Renewed Onslaught’ Against Press 

“This week's renewed onslaught on the press takes the country 
considerably further along” the “ruinous path towards state- 
controlled news and manipulation,” Johannesburg The Star in 
English on 29 August observes in page 10 editorial. However, 
“two predictions about the new and draconian regulations can 
safely be made.” First of all, the new curbs “will not suppress 
dissent. For every ‘alternative’ newspaper that has its head lopped 
off, a larger number of more covert, more belligerant sheets will 
arise. Some of them really will preach revolution.” Secondly, 
“the curbs will affect all newspapers, mainstream as well as the 
rest. It will become harder to tell people what is going on in their 
own country.” The issue at stake is not really freedom of the 
press, but “the right of everyone to know what is happening so 
that they can make intelligent decisions about their own future.” 


Electorate To Blame for Loss of Press Freedom 

“You can laugh” at the National Party's “solemn, incompeient, 
propagandistic government. You should. But you should also 
take a hard look at yourself and your fellow citizens. For it is we, 
the people, who have permitted or turned a blind eye to four 
decades of this dangerous stupidity,” Harvey Tyson writes in his 
“Undercurrent Affairs” column on the same page. ““Stop going 
on ubout it,’ readers tell me. But | must. Because, by ignoring it, 
you are cutting off your tongue and putting out your own eyes. 
People forget that a free press provides their greatest personal 
safety.” “Every citizen — whether he be leader of the CP or a 
lowly prisoner in a cell is protected by having access to a free and 
independent press. But the voters have given away their freedom 
— and the CP supporters will soon become, belatedly, the first 
to regret it.” 


Botha Constitutional System 

President P.W. Botha’s ‘fall-out with Labour Party leader, the 
Rev Allan Hendrickse, was an example of total intolerance,” 
John Patten writes in “The Independent” column on the same 
page. “But it is what happened before and after the Hendrickse 
resignation that tarnishes Mr Botha irrevocably. His abuse of 
coloured MPs in the House of Representatives when they brought 
home to him the full extent of their discontent over the Group 
Areas Act was a serious error of judgment. He is dependent on 
their co-operation for the system to be seen to work at all, yet the 
key to its workability — consensus — he petulantly threw in the 
river.” “The warning bells should now be sounding for President 
Botha. His actions in the past week have put a big question mark 
against his political wisdom. He has singie-handedly placed his 
whole flawed constitutional system in jeopardy in a way that can 
only encourage polarisation and make the resolution of the 
country's problems even more difficult.” 


Botha's Performance ‘Pathetic’ 
President Botha's “performance” in the House of Representa- 
tives was “pathetic,” Barney Mthombothi writes in his “All 
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Things Considered” column on page |! of The Star. “I have no 
sympathy for those chaps. They weat into it with their eyes wide 
open. But Mr Botha’s remarks about the Group Areas Act having 
been good to the so-called coloured community was grossly 
insensitive, | thought.” “!7 Mr Botha's audience had any self- 
respect, they could have walked out. But they didn't and they 
won't. Thetr very livelihood depends on the system that Mr Botha 
controls. | suppose one has to hand it to Mr Botha. He knows 
exactly how far to go. He can rub their noses in the mud as much 
as he likes, and they will not retaliate without hurting them- 
selves ” 


CAPE TIMES: SABC Credibility at Low Ebb 

“For rather too long has a long-suffering public put up with an 
inefficient, propaganda-dominated SABC,” Cape Town Cape 
Times in English on 27 August comments in a page 8 editorial. 
“The pressures from the National Party for even more slavish 
adherence to the NP line are intense.” “The standing and 
credibility of the SABC are lower than they have ever been. Yet 
it seems idle to look to the Botha government to do anything 
constructive about it.” 


SUNDAY STAR Condemns Latest Press Curbs 
Johannesburg The Sunday Star in English on 30 August says in 
its page 22 editorial that the latest press restrictions “break new 
ground in that effectively they empower the government, for the 
first time, to put censors in newspaper offices (after a warning 
that they have been carrying ‘undesirable’ material). “Whose 
yardstick can apply to determine whether reporting is desirable, 
positive, negative, propagandist, or whatever? The Bureau for 
information's? President Botha'’s? The SABC's?” The press 
restrictions are “likely to make access to the realities still harder 
for South Africans.” 


P.W. Botha Unpopularity Increasing 

On the same page an unattributed report notes that P.W. Botha 
“once intimated that he had no desire to be popular, and, in the 
eyes of many, he has been only too true to his word.” 
“Increasingly, the president's autocratic style is raising a big 
question mark over his ability to lead the country out of its 
political troubles.” According to PFP federal executive chairman 
Ken Andrew, P.W. Botha's leadership style is characterized by 
“an autocratic and intolerant approach. He is paternalistic, 
bullying and ruthiess."” Independent MP for Randburg, Wynand 
Malan, says ““Mr Botha clearly feels himself threatened. His 
style is increasingly autocratic, even tyrannical and in direct 
contrast to his declared approach of power-sharing.” According 
to “Mr Miley Richards, cader of the House of Representa- 
tives: ‘His style at the moment is not conducive to reform. 
Because of the mandate given him by his voters it should be one 
of negotiation rather than confrontation. He should listen to 
people rather than prescribe to them. His whole attitude is one 
of aggression.” 


“train on RSA-Swaziland Relations 
“The hit-squad attacks on African National Congress (ANC) 
members in Swaziland are straining South Africa's relations 
with the kingdom, one of the few countries in Africa that 
maintains diplomatic ties with the republic,” writes Gerald 
L'ange of the Africa News Service on the same page. “Swazi 
authorities reject suggestions that the raids have been carried out 
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with their connivance and say they will try to apprehend any hit 
squad found operating in their country.” Although the raids are 
made in what appears to be “blatant contempt of Swazi sover- 
eignty” the Swaziland Government is reluctant to protest more 
strongly because “of the country’s heavy economic dependence 
on South Africa.” 


Labor Party Wants To Negotiate With NP 
Page 23 carries an open letter oy the House of Representatives 
leader and Labor Party MP for Toekomsrus, Miley Richards, to 
State President Botha, saying “we say that your party must meet 
the Labour Party at the negotiating table.” “We demand to know 
how you see the road ahead before we can even consider your 
desire to change the Constitution.” South Africa wants to know 
P.W. Botha’s plans regarding the Group Areas Act, the Separate 
Amenities Act, and black participation in government. “For 
holding these views, the Labour Party and | apologise to nobody.” 


Qwelane Urges Coloreds To Leave Parliament 

Jon Qwelane says in the “Just Jon” column on page 25 that Labor 
Party leader Allan Hendrickse’s “leaving the Cabinet and not 
the racialist Parliament is no more than shifting from one corner 
to another in the same room.” “Mr Botha insulted the coloured 
peuple as a whole, whom he expects to be grateful for the 
‘protection’ offered by such monsters as the abominable Group 
Areas Act which, by the way, he has no intention of scrapping.” 
“Perhaps Mr Hendrickse is unaware that if he takes his 
Labourites out of the tricameral system once and for all, he 
stands to regain all his lost credibility. At the same time he would 
stop giving respectability to a system the rest of the world has 
condemned.” 


Colored MP's Controlling Political Future 

Political correspondent David Breier writes in the “Keview™ 
section of The Sunday Star on page | that Allan Aendricxse 
“gains everything by resigning from the Cabinet while at the 
same time staying in Parliament. And President Botha loses. Mr 
Hendrickse gain power over President Botha, who is no longer 
his Cabinet chief. Either President Botha introduces dramatic 
reforms to the Group Areas Act and other apartheid laws, or he 
is forced back to the polls in humiliating circumstances which 
will be exe!cited by the Left and Right.” President Botha will no 
longer “be able to boast about having a coloured man in his 
Cabinet — unless he manages to ‘buy’ someone. The dream of 
‘consensus politics’ which was so often talked about in the early 
tricameral days has been shattered.” “The coloured MP's now 
control the political future of their white counterparts instead of 
the other way round.” 


SUNDAY TIMES Condemns Press Restrictions 
“South Africans, their senses deadened by almost routine 
assaults on their liberty, may fail to grasp the folly of a peraicic~~ 
batch of regulations published this week,” remarks 1 page 24 
editorial in Johannesburg Sunday Times in English on 30 
August “Press freedom is indivisible. In their diversity, newspa- 
pers are mirrors — cracked perhaps, by human failings, often 
distorted by political passion — of South African society. Touch 
one, touch all.” The press restrictions “appear to represent an 
intermediate stage of suppression between complete freedom and 
the total censorship and closure provisions of the emergency 
regulations. To the extent thatthey provide for warnings, debate 
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between editors and authorities and recourse to the courts they 
are less onezcus than the emergency regulations.” “These are 
laws prohibiting the promotion of revolutionary violence. Why 
doesn't the state use them — and place greater trust in the 
public's ability to judge good information from the bad in a free 
market opinion?” 


Different Cultures Not Cause of Political Problem 

On the same page the head of the Department of Political Studies 
at the University of the Western Cape, Willem van Vuuren, says 
the “conflict in South Africa is not generated by the existence of 
different cultures or interest groups as such, but rather by the 
oppression and frustration they suffer under a profoundly 
undemocratic political system. Instead of dreaming about the 
‘just’ accommodation of conflicting nationalisms, we should 
rather begin to practise the genuine de-racialisation and demo- 
cratisation of our policics.” “I cannot see an escape from existing 
authoritarianism through a bi- or multi-communal accommoda- 
tion of nationalist aspirations. Instead of the nationalist’ self- 
determination of statutorily defined groups, we rather need the 
democratic self-determination of free associates to undercut the 
destructive authoritarian trend and increasingly negative stance 
of a government that has clearly run out of any viable alter- 
natives.” 


RSA Making No ‘Gestures’ To Please U.S. Congress 
Harald Pakendorf says in the “Another Voice” column on the 
same page that in early October the U.S. Congress “will look 
again at the Anti-Apartheid Act to see if it should be cranked 
up. That is, if we haven't done enough to satisfy our moral 
overlords in Washington, the latter-day imperialists who think 
they can dictate what and how fast things should happen in 
another country,” But, “Congress and the Commonwealth Con- 
ference will have to come to a decision without help from this 
side. Well, it need not be like that. At issue is not the handing 
over of power to the ANC. There are many, many steps short of 
that ultimate demand which we could take, gestures we could 
make.” “But our government is not into gesture politics.” 


NP, Labor Party Opposing Perceptions 

Norman West remarks on page 25 that “President Botha genu- 
inely feels aggrieved that coloured South Africans have not 
shown sufficient ‘gratitude’ for what has been done for them. 
Therein lies the rub: What is being done for people rather than 
with them? Coloured South Africans — and even the term is 
painful — do not claim nor expect any more then is granted other 
South Africans. Only the same opportunities, the same 
treatment.” “The Labour leader's perczption of his constituents 
being denied the use of the civic hall in Oudtshoorn, refused entry 
to a resort outside Pretoria, prosecuted for swimming at certain 
beaches, forced to attend ‘coloured’ schools, is that it is intrinsi- 
cally evil and un-Christian. Mr Botha’s view is that the building 
up of ‘own’ communities is good for the coloured people — no 
matter what the cost or pain. It is indeed a question of percep- 
tion.” 


Hendrickse Cabinet Resignation ‘Positive’ Development 
On ihe same page Brian Potiinger observes that the “dramatic 
rupture this week between the normally acquiescent Mr Hen- 
drickse and usually bellicose President Botha was not only to be 
expected; it should be welcomed as one of the more-positive 
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developments in our utherwise moribund politics.” “If the prin- 
ciple underlying the tricameral Parliament is that political con- 
flict be regulated on the basis of group representation, then the 
Labour Party, unshackled from Cabinet constraints, is in an even 
stronger position to challenge t! + government. President Botha 
will now have to bargain more openly with the Labour Party for 
approval of measures if he is not to resort increasingly to a 
rubber-stamping President's Council.” It remains to be seen 
whether the “Labour Party, shaking itself free from the alternat- 
ing embrace and assault of the National! Party, has sufficient skill 
and commitment to use it as yet undiscovered power base within 
the Constitution.” 


SUNDAY TIMES: Tricameral System ‘Holding Operation’ 
On page 25 of Sunday Times Ismail Omar, a member of the 
President's Council, says that to call upon Indian, colored, and 
PFP MP's “to walk out simply because the tricameral system has 
been a failure is to credit us with what many of us proclaimed as 
an objective. We never intended to use the present structure for 
more than a holding operation, in a progress-cum-consolidation 
scenario. For if the ‘tricam’ were to succeed as the end product 
of constitutional development in South Africa we would have 
failed.” 


STAR on ‘Half-Hearted’ Reform 

“In a welcome move, the Post Office introduced standardised 
salary scales for all races on July 1,” notes a page 8 editorial in 
Johannesburg The Star in English on 31 August. “But blacks 
with the same experience, qualifications and service as whites 
have beer placed on sower notches.” “A decision to end dis- 
crimination not wnly fails dismally to do so but smacks of pretence 
when there are no simultaneous efforts made to remove historical 
wrongs.” “This kind of half-hearted but probably well- 
intentioned reform frustrates black expectations and breeds bit- 
terness.” 


Drop of TV Play Possible P.W. Botha ‘Lesson’ 

The head of the SABC, Riaan Eksteen's, “close shave with the 
axe had an electrifying effect on the SABC,” says a second 
editorial on the same page. “No sooner was he saved from the 
sack than the Athol Fugard play, ‘A Lesson from Aloes’, was 
dropped from the TV schedules.” “How can a play described by 
its director as one which ‘uncompromisingly reflects South Afri- 
can political reality’ suddenly become irrelevant with the setting 
of the sun? Or was it a lesson from P.W. Botha?” 


BUSINESS DAY: Press Curbs ‘Assault’ on Law 
“The new regulations to control the media which were announced 
last week ty Home Affairs Minister Stoffel Botha do little more 
than the Internal Security Act,” notes Johannesburg Business 
Day in English on 3' August in a page 6 editorial. “The essential 
difference between the long-standing laws and the new reg- 
ulations is a simple one: the regulations exclude the courts.” “The 
regulations, therefore, represent much ‘ess an assault on the 
media than on the law itself, and on the courts which are 
precluded from performing their main tasks: to protect the 
rights of citizens, and to try and punish offenders. The first has 
become impossibie, and the second nas been usurped. We record 
our disapproval of these measures, not simply as Press restrictions 
but as another giant step towards totalitarianism, but we do so 
rather wearily in the knowledge that the electorate, bereft now 
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of its Western heritage, no longer cares.” 


Criticism of Government Bureaucracy 
A second editorial on the same page says “there is not a thing” 
the business community, or the disenfranchised communities, 
can do about stimulating economic growth “unless government 
— the bureaucracy in particular — can be persuaded to relin- 
quish control. Even the idea of privatisation has suffered corrup- 
tion by bureaucracy, which has converted it into a centrally 
controlled system of sub-contracting. The state president has 
extraordinary powers to cut through red tape; since he does not 
do so, it must be assumed that he does not know what to do.” 
P.W. Botha Losing Control of Political Power 

“There are elements of tragedy, both national and personal, in 
the twilight of President Botha’s political life,” writes Ken Owen 
on the same page. “He has more power than any of his predeces- 
sors,” yet “he is less in control than his predecessors. Power is 
shifting away from the Afrikaners, from the whites as a whole, 
to a host of diverse challengers.” “President Botha can, if he 
wishes, gag newspapers, forbid publication, frighten 
broadcasters and withold information; but he cannot make him- 
self or his policies credible to the majority of the people.” 
“Indeed, the constitution has made President Botha the most 
powerful, isolated old man in our history, while an unkind fate 
has unleashed against him waves of violence and disorder and 
rebellion to challenge his old man’s passion for control. The 
combination is a forge for tragedy.” 


SOWETAN on Mine, Postal Strikes 

“We must congratulate NUM and the various mine manage- 
ments for handling such a difficult strike with so little pain and 
tragedy,” notes Johannesburg Sowetan in English on 31 August 
in its page 6 editorial. “It is interesting to note that we were 
amongst those who cautioned restraint and responsible behaviour 
at the start of the strike. That appeal, it would seem, has been 
heeded.” Unlike the miners’ strike, it does not appear that the 
postal workers’ strike will be sorted out soon. If Home Affairs 
Minister Stoffel Botha “has been unable to bring to resolution 
this other major strike, we shudder to think what he is likely to 
do to press freedom.” 
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BURGER: Government Committed to Reform 

“Like other parties and groups the government is also seeking 
ways to facilitate the participation of blacks at government 
level,” says Cape Town Die Burger in Afrikaans on 27 August in 
a page 22 editorial. But, “there are no instant solutions.” The 
government “has admitted that many things need to be changed 
in the country. The government is serious about change. That is 
why it chose the path of reform.” “The tricameral parliament 
certainly has its defects, but since its inception in 1984 it has been 
an instrume::t of change. With the necessary goodwill it can 
continue to help plan the constitutional future.”’ 


BEELD: Warning Against Justifying Terrorism 

Willie Kuhn writes in the “Political Image” column on page 18 
of Johannesburg Beeld in Afrikaans on 28 August that “‘a recent 
edition of Die Stem, a publication with AWB sentiments, said 
that P.W. Botha has effectively laid the groundwork for the 
violence, chaos, and revolution in the country.” According to 
Professor Carel Boshoff, leader of Volkswag, the Afrikaner 
National Watch, “the Afrikaner will be oppressed and driven out 
and will eventually have to become a terrorist organization to 
ensure his survival.” Kuhn says the ANC “must surely be 
laughing at this theory. If a part of the Afrikaner people is 
already regarding terrorism as a justification for sovereign exis- 
tence, then the ANC can rightly proclaim that it is doing the 
same to create a black majority government.” 
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BURKINA FASO 


Sankara Meets Press on Government Dissolution 
AB301304 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 29 Aug 87 


[Text] A meeting was held yesterday between the president of 
Burkina Faso and chairman of the CNR and the national press. 
The purpose of the meeting was to examine the revolutionary 
achievements after 4 years of revolution. The first issue discussed 
was that of the dissolution of the government and the presidential 
(?decision) to reexamine the application for readmission into the 
civil service by some civil servants who were dismissed for their 
anti-revolutionary words and actions. The CNR’s open arms 
policy is aimed at giving these lost sheep the opportunity to return 
to the fold. However, this is not a sign of (?weakness). 


The president of Burkina Faso, Captain Thomas Sankara, 
described the establishment of a political bureau to serve as a 
transitional government as a good technique of government. 


Burkinabe, Soviet Trade Unions Hold Seminar 
AB301602 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 29 Aug 87 


[Excerpt] A seminar on trade unionism began today. It is jointly 
organized by the Federation of Labor Unions of Burkina Faso 
and the All-Union Central Council of Trade Unions, AUCCTU, 
of the USSR. The seminar is taking place at Bobo Dioulasso. 
[passage omitted] 


GHANA 


Rawlings Departs for Visit to Algiers 
AB291322 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 29 Aug 87 


[Text] The leader of the revolution, Flight Lieutenant J.J. Rawl- 
ings, left Accra this morning for a working visit to Algiers at the 
invitation of the Algerian Government. Accompanying him were 
the PNDC member and chairman of the committee of sec- 
retaries, Mr P.V. Obeng; the secretary for transport and commu- 
nications, Mr E.O. Donkor; and the undersecretary for foreign 
affairs, Dr Mohamed Ibn Chambass. Flight Lt Rawlings was 
seen off at the airport by some PNDC members; the chief of staff, 
Lieutenant Colonel E.K.T. Donkor; and officials of the Algerian 
Embassy. 


50 African Countries Study Satellite Feasibility 
AB300841 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 30 Aug 87 


[Text]Ghana and 49 other African countries have begun feasibil- 
ity studies for the establishment of a regional African satellite 
system to enhance regional communications in Africa. The pro- 
ject will serve as a complement to the national microwave radio 
telecommunications network. The secretary for transport and 
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communications, Mr E. O. Donkor, announced this at the third 
quadrennial delegates’ conference of the P and T [Posts and 
Telecommunications] Workers Union at Winneba. He said sup- 
pliers’ credit facilities have been secured to rehabilitate and 
expand the facilities at the Nkuntunse satellite earth station. Mr 
Donkor said this will resolve the deficiencies of the station, which 
the original contractors, Spar Aerospace of Canada, failed to 
make good since the commissioning of the station in August 
1981. He listed some of the deficiencies as lack of an interna- 
tional telephone switch which would allow automatic dialing 
between Ghana and other foreign countries and lack of capability 
to transmit television programs to and from Ghana. 


Mr Donkor said the project, which is expected to be completed 
by the second quarter of next year, will bring about improved 
operational efficiency and reliability of Ghana's facilities for 
international communication. He said an agreement has also 
been signed between the Government of Ghana and a French 
company for the supply and installation of a new international 
telephone switch to provide international subscribers dialing 
facilities for telephones. Mr Donkor appealed to the managemnt 
and workers of the P and T Corporation to contribute their 
maximum towards the realization of the country’s posts and 
telecommunications aspiration. 


GUINEA 


Foreign, Information Ministers Depart For Quebec 
AB292111 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
0645 GMT 28 Aug 87 


[Text] The foreign minister, Major Jean Traore, left Conakry 
yesterday evening for Quebec and New York. In the capital of 
Quebec, the minister will attend the ministerial meeting 
scheduled for 2 through 4 September in Quebec. 


Meanwhile, Information and Culture Minister Zainou Abdin 
Sanoussi also left for Quebec yesterday evening to attend the 
preparatory deliberations for the summit of the French-speaking 
heads of state at which the issues examined at the recent min- 
isterial conference held in July in Bujumbura, Bururdi will be 
discussed. 


MALI 


New Finance Minister Appointed in Cabinet Reshuffle 
AB291616 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 29 Aug 87 


[Excerpt] There has been a cabinet reshuffle in Mali today, 29 
August 1987. The composition of the new Government of the 
Republic of Mali is as follows: 


President: Traore, Moussa, Gen 
Prime Minister: Dembele, Mamadou, Prof 
Minister of: 


National Defense: Ly, Sekou, Gen 
Foreign Affairs & International Cooperation: Keita, Modibo 


VII. 31 Aug 87 


Information & Telecommunications: Niang, Gakou Fatou, Mrs 
Agriculture: Ongoiba, Issa, Lt Col 

Territorial Administration & Grassroot Development [Interior | 
Maiga, Abdourahmane, Col 

Justice & Keeper of the Seals: Cissoko, Django 

Industrial Development & Tourism: Keita, Drissa 

Natural Resources & Livestock: Tall, Omar, Ei Hadj 

Planning: Diallo, Ousmane Mohamed 

National Education: Ba, Oumar Issiaka 

Public Health & Social Affairs: Sidibe, Aissata Cisse, Mrs 
Sports, Arts & Culture: Traore, Bakary 

Employment & Civil Service: Ag Mahmoud, Hama 

Transport & Public Works: Doumbia, Cheikh Oumar 

State Corporations & Enterprises: Ndiaye, Antioumane 
Finance & Commerce: Toure, Mohamed Alhousseyni 

The new governmental team consists of 18 members like the 
preceding one. The new minister of finance and commerce is Mr 
Mohamed Alhousseyni Toure. He has been the secretary at the 
Presidency since 1983. [passage omitted] 


Observers on Resignation 
AB300658 Paris AFP in French 1856 GMT 29 Aug 87 


[Text] Bamako, 29 Aug (AFP) — The departure today from the 
Malian Government of the minister of finance and commerce, 
Mr Soumana Sacko, replaced by Mr Mohamed Alhousseyni 
Toure, is reported to be essentially connected with a gold traf- 
ficking affair which reportedly forced Mr Sacko to resign, 
according to observers in Bamako. Mr Sacko is reported to have 
tried in vain on 22 August to get a large quantity of gold 
impounded for taxation before it was exported. Feeling that he 
did not get sufficient backing in his efforts to recover the huge 
amount of money due to the State of Mali, Mr Sacko preferred 
to resign, observers further noted. 


Mr Sacko, aged 37, member of the government since last Febru- 
ary, distinguished himself through drastic measures to recover 
taxes owed by economic operators, strengthen customs control, 
and to rentlessly fight against fraud which earned him the enmity 
of the country’s businessmen. His recent anti-fraud campaign 
made it possible to discover the fraudulent registration of 577 
vehicles representing a loss of 478 million CFA francs (approxi- 
mately $1.6 million) to Mali. 


Mr Sacko’s successor, Mohamed Alhousseyni Toure, is a public 
works engineer aged 41. He has held the post of secretary general 
at the presidency of the republic since 1983 [words indistinct] 


NIGERIA 


Air India Plane Detained, Crew Released 
AB281600 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 28 Aug 87 


[Text] All the 13-man crew of the Air India aircraft being 
detained by the federal government have been released. Negoti- 
ations are continuing between the government and the Indian 
High Commission to ensure the release of the plane, which was 
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detained following the discovery on it of a large quantity of a 
substance suspected to be heroin. 


A counselor in the High Commission of India, Mr (Berek Hua), 
confirmed these facts in an interview with a Radio Nigeria 
correspondent in Lagos. Meanwhile, the report of the (?drug) 
analysis on the substance has been sent to the minister of internal 
affairs for further action. 


BBC Reports 2d Italian Ship Detained 
AB292117 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 28 Aug 87 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program} 


[Text] It seems that the Nigerian authorities are making a habit 
of seizing Italian ships in the port of Lagos. Two have been 
detained in the space of a week, and there is speculation that the 
Nigerians are playing a tit-for-tat game over the seizure of a 
Nigerian ship in Italy. From Lagos, Shola Odunfa cabled this 


report. 


[Begin recording] The second ship, the M.V. Jolly Nero, is a 
roll-on-roll-off vessel. It arrived in Lagos on 24 August loaded 
with general goods. Nigerian Navy men boarded it on 26 August 
and told its crew that they had orders to detain it. Up to this 
morning, the M.V. Jolly Nero and another ship, the Cielo Di 
Napoli, which was seized on 24 August, were anchored at the 
Lagos harbor under guard of the Nigerian Navy. The minister 
of transport and aviation, Major General Jeremiah Useni, said 
on the morning of 26 August that the ship was detained because 
it entered Nigeria's territorial waters without security clearance. 
He said that the government was ready to detain any ship which 
violated Nigeria's security. He refused to comment on sugges- 
tions that the action was in retaliation for the seizure of a 
Nigerian Government-owned vessel, the River Kerewa, which he 
said last week was being detained unlawfully by the Italian 
authorities. 


The seizure of the second Italian ship was disclosed a few hours 
after the minister made his statement. Nigerian officials describe 
the seizure of the River Kerewa at the Italian port of La Spezia 
since 28 July as a hostile act by an otherwise friendly country. 
When I called at the Italian Embassy on 27 august, | was told 
that the ambassador had traveled to Rome, but other officials 
would not say whether it was in connection with the (?rift) or 
make any comment on the situation. [end recording] 


Commentary on Seizure 
AB291230 Lagos International Service in English 
0830 GMT 29 Aug 87 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] Over the years, Nigeria has suffered unbearable terms of 
trade and degradation in the hands of her creditors and trade 
partners. But at a particular time when these unreasonable 
attitudes of her compatriots were extended to diplomatic and 
political circles, she was left with no other alternative than to 


Vill. 31 Aug 87 


retaliate immediately. [sentence as heard] one such memorable 
inciaent was during the Idiagbon-Buhari regime when the British 
Government retained a Nigerian Airways vessel on the ground 
that it was alleged to have been used for the attempted kidnap of 
a wanted Nigerian fugitive, Umaru Dikko. In a swift action, the 
Nigerian Government gave order for the detention of a British 
Caledonia aircraft and asked the British Government to recall 
her envoy in retaliation also for 10 Downing Street's refusal to 
accommodate Genera! Halidu Hannaniya who was accredited to 
the United Kingdom as a high commissioner. Only recently, 
Nigeria reprimanded an African sister state for her undiplomatic 
attitude toward a Nigerian delegation to the last OAU summit 
in Addis Ababa. Up till now, effort is still being made to mend 
fences between Nigeria and the nation concerned. 


In another action, Nigeria has detained an Italian vessel and has 
(?warned that) more may be detained unless the Italians release 
River Kerawa owned by the Nigerian National Shipping Line 
which some Italian companies are holding in a bid to get some 
Nigerian companies to settle their debts. Attempts by Nigeria to 
resolve the issue diplomatically have failed because of the Italian 
Government's stand on the issue. 


While it is understandable that these debts need to be settled 
urgently without bringing the government into it, it must also be 
accepted that the Nigerian National Shipping Line, which owns 
the said vessel, is no party to the trade agjeement between the 
Italians and their Nigerian partner and therefore cannot be held 
to ransom in a matter that is not her concern. It is openly known 
that unless there is any evidence that the Nigerian vessel had 
violated the Italian maritime laws, there is no ground under 
which the Italian Government or any other corporate body in 
Italy can seize a Nigerian vessel. Any action so irrationally taken 
will amount to [word indistinct] and blackmail, which is what the 
Italians are doing to Nigeria. 


From all indications, it is in the records that the Nigerian 
National Shipping Line has informed the Italians what efforts 
are being made to settle their debts but they have refused to 
acknowledge these efforts and are bent on recovering their money 
before River Kerawa may be released. This attitude of the 
Italians is condemnable, especially as diplomatic efforts that 
were taken earlier were turned down by the same Italians. It is 
clear from the Nigerian transport and aviation minister's expla- 
nations that more Italian vessels might be held on Nigerian 
waters if the Italians continue to hold onto the Nigerian vessel. 
The only way this can be avoided is for them to accept the fact 
that efforts are being made to settle their debts and that there is 
evidence from the documents that have been passed to them 
thatthe ship they are holding belong to another entity — though 
Nigerian — and that the concerned body has the right to take 
any legal action to secure the release of its property. Though it 
is willing to maintain her political, economic, and commercial 
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relationship with any nation, she cannot be blackmailed to accept 
conditions which these nations themselves cannot compromise. 
Nigeria is a sovereign nation and her rights must be protected at 
all cost. 


Minister Comments on Visit to Cameroon 
AB291543 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1200 GMT 29 Aug 87 


[Text] Nigeria paid over 8 million naira this year as pension t» 
Cameroonians who were retired from its civil service. The min- 
ister of national planning, Dr Kalu I. Kalu, announced this at the 
Murtala Muhammed Airport when he returned from Cameroon. 
He said that Cameroon was not catering adequately to the few 
Nigerians who worked in that country, adding that the issue had 
been discussed with his Cameroonian counterpart. 


Dr Kalu stated that the 5-day talks centered on the need to 
control animal pests, establishing an air link between Nigeria, 
Cameroon, and Central Africa, as well as training programs. He 
said that | 20 Cameroonians were currently studying in Nigerian 
universities. 


SENEGAL 


Tornado in Dakar Kills 7, Injures Many 
AB291805 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 28 Aug 87 


[Excerpt] During the tornado that hit Dakar this morning, seven 
people were killed and many others injured when a wall collapsed 
on the sheds situated in sector 5, (?former Pikine section), in the 
Cabane neighborhood. The tornado has also caused damage 
almost everywhere in town: The wind swept away the roofs of 
many houses and many trees fell on cars parked here and there. 


Governor Tidiane Ly, who went to the Cabane neighborhood 
accompanied by the prefect of Dakar, deplored the disaster and 
made known the arrangements made by the government to assist 
people affected. Tidiane Ly also expressed the hope that the 
Dakar task force responsible for checking illegal structures in the 
region would be reactivated. 


Meanwhile, an employee of the Ledantec Hospita! was killed 
when he stepped on an electric wire. This morning, the official in 
charge of the power distribution division of the Senelec [Senega- 
lese Company for Electric Power Distribution] called on the 
public to be careful, as many electric wires were severed by 
falling trees. [passage omitted] 
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